@Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

July, 9 2007

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As Members of Congress dedicated to homeland security and improving our nation's
public safety communications, we write to express our support for a safe and fiscally responsible
process to govern the upcoming 700 MHz auction for valuable public spectrum.

We appreciate the Commission's effort to bring broadband capability to the 24 MHz
spectrum that Congress allocated for public safety use in the Digital Television Transition and
Public Safety Act of 2005, and believe that the pending auction of spectrum in the 700 MHz
band will accomplish that goal while generating billions of dollars in revenue for the Treasury.
However, we urge you to ensure that the rules the FCC crafts to govern the 700 MHz auction do
not impose burdensome and unnecessary "open access" regulations on licensees that might
jeopardize the potential of public safety interoperable communications.

The spectrum auction process enacted by Congress and implemented by the Commission
has developed a track record of success in the wireless industry for over a decade. As a result,
wireless licenses were granted to entities that provided billions of dollars in proceeds for the U.S.
Treasury and made efficient use of spectrum as determined by the market during this time.

These auctions were successful due to an FCC governed process that did not saddle
licensees with burdensome regulations. We believe these successful auctions are instructive, and
urge the Commission to critically view proposals that; 1) impose "open access" rules that dictate
how licensees must manage their networks; 2) subject licensees to pricing regulation that might
reduce license value; 3) provide bidding credits to potential licensees that want to exclusively
provide wholesale service using the spectrum.

Any such proposal might reduce potential Federal revenue, pose a potential risk to
interoperable public safety communications, and run counter to the goals of the organized public
safety community.

Thank you for your consideration of our views on this matter. We urge you to ensure that
the 700 MHz auction ensures a successful creation of an interoperable public safety
communication system in a fiscally responsible manner.

Sincerely,
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